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Dear Mr. Kwiecinski, .

With reference to your above-mentibned letter. | would like to inform you that for
Operational Programmes which meet the conditions set in Art. 2 and 3 of the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive (Directive 2001/42/EC), an SEA will have
to be carried out in order to assess the effects of Operational Programmes on the
environment.

As was discussed during our meeting on 18 October, the possible inclusion of a list of
indicative projects in the Operational Programmes would be regarded by the Commission
as examples of the programme priorities and a reflection of the nature of the areas of
intervention. This implies that these projects *vould not be approved with the approval of
the Operational Programme, but still wouid nave Lo undergo all implementation
arrangements defined for a programme and/or specific priority just like any other project
under the same programmme and/or priority. This would include also, where relevant, the
application of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for projects.

From this point of view [ share your anininn that these indicative nraiects shonld not be
_subiect of th= SEA as =;m..h pui will have to undcrgo an EIA (wnqna'pphcablej 10 assess
their impact on the environment at the moment they are selected for approval according
to the standard implementation arrangements set for a programme and/or priority.
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